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1 
The present invention relates to containers of 
mustard, kechup and the like. More particu- 
larly the present invention relates to dispensers 
for use in connection with containers of the type 
referred to. 5 
It is an object of this invention to provide 
a dispenser for mustard, ketchup and the like, 
that is of simple construction, dependable in op- 
eration and easy to manipulate. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 10 
a dispenser, of the type referred to, that is easy 
to clean. 
Stfll another object of the invention is to pro- 
vide a dispenser, of the type referred to, that may 
conveniently be held in and operated with one 15 
hand only. 
IVurthermore, if is an object of my invention 
to provide a dispenser, of the type referred fo, 
that may conveniently be operated fo dispense 
exactly the desired quantity of its contents. 
These and other objects of my invention will 
be apparent from the following description of 
the accompanying drawings which illustrate a 
preferred embodiment thereof and wherein 
Figure 1 is a vertical section through a mustard 25 
dispenser embodying my invention exposing the 
actuating mechanism within, 
Figure 2 is another vertical section through 
the dispenser taken at right angles to the sec- 
tion illustrated in Figure 1, with the actuating 
mechanism in a different operational position. 
The dispenser illustrated in Figures 1 and 2 
comprises a cylindrical vessel J0 which may be 
of glass, plastic, metal or any other suitable ma- 
terial. The open upper end of said vessel is 35 
closed by a detachable lid structure ! I, which is 
composed of a horizontal floor plate 12 from 
which rises an outer shell 13 of dome shape, the 
bottom edge of which is formed into a vertically 
depending annular lip 14 that flts telescopically 40 
over the upper end of the vessel J0. Slideably dis- 
posed within the vessel ! 0 is a centrally apertured 
piston or plunger I§ provided along ifs periphery 
with a suitable gasket 16 and secured to the lower 
end of a vertically rising tubular stem or piston 45 
rod ! 7. Said stem extends through, and is guided 
for vertical sliding movement by, an opening J9 
in the plate 12 and an opening 20 in the crest of 
the dome shaped shell 13, with its projecting 
upper end suitably contracted, as shown ai 21, fo 50 
form a discharge spout 22 that may be closed by 
a cap 23 whenever the dispenser is hot in use 
(Figurë 1). 
In practical use the vessel ! 0 is fllled with mus- 
tard, ketchup or the like, below the plunger, as 55 

indicated at 24 in both Figures 1 and 2, and by 
depressing the plunger the mustard in the ves- 
sel is forced upwards through the tubular stern 
J7 and discharges through the spout 22 at the up- 
per end thereof. To operate the plunger the stem 
17 is provided with a vertical rack bar 25 which 
extends along its outer surface through suitable 
notches 19' and 20'. in the edges of the aperures 
19 and 20, respectively (Figure 2). Said rack 
is engaged by a gear 27 of small diameter which 
is secured to a horizontal shaft 23 that is ro- 
tatably supported by a pair of L-shaped brackets 
29 and 30 which are bolted fo and rise from the 
floor plate 12. To the left of the gear 2, as 
viewed in Figure 1, the shaft 28 carries another 
gear 32 of somewhat larger diameter vhich 
meshes with a third gear 33. Said third gear 
33 is preferably of a smaller diameter than the 
gear 32 and is flrmly mounted upon another hori- 
20 zontal shaft 34 that is rotatably supported in the 
brackets 29 and 30 above and parallel to shaft 
2. Firmly mounted upon said last mentioned 
shaft is a manipulating wheel 35 which is of such 
diameter as to protrude partially through an 
arcuate slot 37 provided in the side of the dome 
shaped shell J3 of lid structure ! !  as best shovn 
in Figure 2. 
To dispense mustard, ketchup or whatever the 
. contents of the dispenser might be, a user mere- 
30 ly grips the cylindrical vessel with one of his 
hands and moves the protruding segment of the 
manipulating wheel 35 with his thumb, which 
actuates the plunger 15. By virtue of the de- 
scribed transmission arrangement 27--32--33--3  
rotation of the protruding wheel segment moves 
the plunger in the saine direction in which said 
protruding wheel segment is moved. In other 
words, by turning the exposed wheel segment in 
downward direction, the plunger 15 is moved 
deeper into the vessel J@ extruding mustard 
through the spout 22 ai the end of the tubular 
stem 17. Thus, in ortier to dispense the con- 
tents of the vessel l0 the user merely moves the 
.exposed wheel segment toward himself, which 
ls the convenient thing to do with the thumb 
of the hand that holds the vesel; and by virtue 
of the described relation in the size of the ma- 
nipulating wheel 3§ and the gears interposed be- 
tween said wheel and the rack. 2, rotation of the 
manipulating wheel 3 over an arc of the size 
exposed through the slot 37 may be arranged to 
advance the plunger I in small increments only 
so that there is no danger for excessive amounts 
of the contents of the vessel to be accidentally 



dispensed when the described mechanism is op- 
erated. 
As another advantage it should be noted that 
in the described dispenser construction neither 
the gear train nor the rack will ever corne into 
contact with the contents of the vessel 0 so that 
the dispenser of the invention is easy to clean. 
While.I bave clescribed my inventionwith the 
aid of a -prticular embodiment thereof it will 
be understood that I do not wish to be limited 
to the specific constructional details illustrated 
and described, which may be departed.ïom with- 
out departing from the scope and .spirit .of .my 
invention. 
I claim: 
A dispenser for mustard, ketchup and the"like, 
comprising a vessel having an open upper end, 
a lid structure arranged to close said vessel and 
composed of a horizontal fioor plate and an outer 
shell of dome shape, said shell having an open- 
ingints.cest and n-acuate stot within itsside 
wll eXending .within .a verticl plane and said 
flor plate-having 'a .central opening in ertical 
alignment .with th opening in the crest ,0ï said 
hll, a tubular stem extending slideably »through 
skl penigs :from .above said shel] into he ïn- 
teior !of said essel, a centrally apertured 
ptungr/secured "to the lower .end of sad stem 
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within said vessel, a rack provided on said stem 
and extending over the major portion of its 
length, a gear in mesh with said rack rotatably 
supported ïrom and within said lid structure, a 
5 manipulating wheel rotatably supported by and 
within said lid structure and arranged to pro- 
trude partially through the lateral slot of said 
shell thereof, and a gear "train ,:inteposed be- 
tween said manipulatin'g-wheel and said first 
l0 gear to effect co-directional movement of said 
:!olungir and the exposed segment oï said wheel 
whenever said wheel is manipulated. 
JOHN SCHWARZ. 
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